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McCoy had been directed to repair'a switch. -
-1t was one which - was used when his ship was in.-

enemy waters, and it would shut off lights anytlme '

»a door to the outside would be opened: up. :
- “Ifixed it,’but I never knew 1fI was successful L
he now recalls. :
~That was because h1s sh1p sank later that nlght
~only about 1’5 minutes after h1tt1ng amine. *

Today is Veterans Day, a time for*Americans to
“recall the sacrlhces of those who have served the1r .

_country.
~ On Aug 27 1952 McCoy was statloned on the
USSSarsi, a seasgoing fleet tugboat commissioned

“in World War II and whrch he had been aboald for, o

six weeks.

; TheSarsi ‘was one.of f1ve Amerlcan shrps (the
other four were mmesweepets) sunk durlng the
Korean War.

‘But ask him what Vetelans Day means to hrm
and he will say “I.realize:what ] went through is
nothing compared to. what a lot” of other veterans -
—the‘'ones who served at places llke Normandy and
Iwo Jima — endured.” '

~ “They’re really the true heroes as fat as Im

concerned,” he remarked. -
- “It’s always nice.to know people have appreci- -

ated what you did and- went throu_gh but those guys.

are the ones I really hold up.” | -
During the day, McCoy recalled, m1nesweepers
‘would clean out harbor areas and then use buoys to,
mark those areas. : :

z,On that August mght 50 years ago Herschel‘

, wh1ch told him something was’ going on.

The Sarsz was carryrng the buoys and the b1g
blocks of ceémerit used to archor them, he said, and-
was ‘alsoon ‘patrol to try to-keep North Korean
sampan boats from. laymg more mines at mght ‘

. A few weeks:éarlier, he recalled; .there had beén- -
2 typhoon ‘and it has been- speculated even though
theSdrsi’was in.an area which: was supposed to
have been swept clear of mines it struck one which .
“had been broken loose: by "the. typhoon and had "
ﬂoated out to. where it was not thought it c¢ould be. -

At about’ 11:45 that ‘night, McCoy recalled, he -
“had just gotten.into his bunk rack; he did not hear
anything lrke an. explosmn but he felt 4 movement .

‘He thought perhaps the Sarsi_was takmg on, fuel
f1om a tanker, and so he put on his ‘shoes and
~clothes to g0 watch: the p1ocess somethlng he had
‘never seen.

McCoy sard he Was ]LISt gettlng Ieady to go top- :
-side when'someone stuck their head down into his .

compartment and . called out “get thc hell out of
here — we’re sinking.” -

. He Wwas supposed to go to the mess’ hall togeta
lrfe jacket and then proceed to the officers quarters
" to secure port“holes $0 1O lrght would be getting -
out of the ship. =~ - -

* However, McCoy contrnued when he stepped_
through a door he also; stepped mto about a foot of
water: .«
| thought ‘that’s not too good so I backed out
of there and went outside,” he recalled.

I probably took him less than.five m1nutes to-
“get:topside; McCoy said —but by the time he got.
there the bow of theSarsi- ‘was already under water
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photo by Steve Smith
Herschel McCoy looks at the telegram which his family received after
“his ship, the USS'Sarsi, struck a mine and sunk off the coast of North
‘Korea in ‘August of 1952, Originally the telegram was.to-arrive immedi-
ately after the loss of the ship, but there was a problem and those mes-
sages had to be sent again. That resulted in his family receiving word
- about the ship before they were able to learn he was altright.
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the coast of North fAugust of 1952 Lower photo -
ad oeen rescued followmg the smklng of hls Shlp

and the b1g blocks of cement i
- on the ship’s; fantail (the aft | por-‘- out telegrams Wthh they were’
tion. of a Navy vessel) s ' told would: get ‘to; their fam1hes

ing to slide forward . toward befoxe news of. the ship’ s smkmg
where he was standing, ... gotinto the ne IS
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on lhe ship s_T tail (lhc aft pox—?v‘ ,

‘;'1mmedlately Jumped ‘into’ the ™
© water; McCoy said; but actually,
he adde

: ; i L helicop-
' teryﬂew over, and nokt?-long after

known for certain what happenedrf
“to the fifth ian s e s

o ”theﬁbeds up there are i
mu h mcer Ihave semonty on- l’:i

Jus p y‘ e was at. Nobody‘ knows
bunk that; night,: e xecalled e what happened to him.” =~ i




